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X1 Abfiraé? of a Letter from Stephen
De Vilme, Efg; at Canton, 7z China,
to Henry Baker, F. R. §. containing an
Account of an Earthquake at Macao, and
a fhort Defeription of a fingular Species
of Monkeys without Tails, found in the in-
terior Part of Bengal. Communicated by
Myr. Baker. |

Canton, January 7, 1768.
DeaRr Sig, ’ ’

Read March g, HE following account of an earth-
17¢9- I quake, at Macao, was fent me b
. J > y
a friend at that place, in a letter, dated November
23, 1767. His words are: « Laft night, at so
¢ minutes after nine o'clock, we were all furprized
¢« with a heavy fhock of an earthquake, which con-
« tinued above a minute, This thock was fo great
¢ that the houfe rocked, and I was afraid we were all
¢« going down into the bowels of the earth. Another
¢¢ {hock we felt five minutes after eleven o’clock, but
‘ not fo great: and at three this morning another
¢ pretty great. In all we have had five thocks, but
¢ the firft the greateft. It came with a rolling, and
 a dreadful noife in the air; fo that at firft fome
¢« people
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¢ people thought it to be the firing of guns, or thun-
¢ der at fome diftance. At the firft thock I could
¢ hardly hold my feet; but, thank God, no bad ac-
< cident has happened ; and I hope the Almighty
« will deliver us from any more of thefe frightful
¢ fhocks. I was up almoft the whole night. The
¢ wind was northerly, but faint, and it was fultry
¢ hot ; the fky clofe and cloudy, and not a ftar to
¢ be feen. The oldeft people here fay, they never
¢ remember to have felt {o violent a thock, and of
¢ fo long continuance. The fhips in the harbour
¢« thook and whirled about, and thofe on board ima-
¢« gined at firft that it had been a whirlwind.”
At Manilla earthquakes are often very violent, fo as
to overturn fteeples, houfes, and other buildings ;
and I obferved, when I was there, that, to prevent
fuch accidents, their timbers in building are placed
in a very particular manner; they have no Attic
ftory, only ware-houfes, and one floor over them.
Perhaps the drawing, which I now fend you, of a
fingular fort of Monkies, male and female, may not
prove unacceptable, Thefe animals are called Golok,
or wild people, and are thought to be originally a
mixture with the human kind, having no tails.
They come out of the forefts in the interior part of
Bengal, from the country called Mevat. They in-
habit the woods : their food is fruit, leaves, bark of
trees, and milk: fleth only when caught. They are
very gentle, and extremely modeft. They are of
the height of a man; their teeth are as white as
pearls; their legs and arms are in due proportion to
their body, which is very genteel. Some of them
were
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were brought to Decca; and what I now fend you is
a copy of the original drawing *. See Tas, III,

I remain, dear Sir,
Your affeGionate

humble fervant,

Stephen De Vifme,

# The monkey, of which Mr. De Vifme has fent this draw~
ing and fhort account, feems to be very like, if not the fame with
the ape without a tail, defcribed by Mr. De Buffon in the XIVth
volume of the Hiftoire Naturelle, p. 92, under the name of the
Gibbon, which it bears i fome paits of the Eaft-Indiess This
fpecies is found, he fays, alang the coaft of Coromandel, at

allacca, on the Molucca iflands, and upon the confines of
China, Itgrows to be upwards of four feet, walks on its hind
Tegs, and fometimes on all four, "The hair, with which it is co-
vered, is either brown or black : round about its face is a circle
of greyith hairs ; its eyes are large, but funk in its head ; its ears
naked; its face flat, and of a copper colour. It is of a placid
difpofition ; its motions are gentle ; it was fed with bread, fruits,
almonds. But the moft fingular charaéleriftic is, the greas
length of its arms ; and theugh Mr. De Vilme takes no notice of
this circumftance in his defcription, his drawing feems to indi-
cate it 3 but in a lefs ftriking manner than that of Mr. De Buf-
fon, who adds, that, when the animal is upright, it can touch
the grou d with its hands.

M. M.
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